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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 November 6: Fall registration  
begins 

 Nov 25-Dec 13: Poinsettia 
Sale in Greenhouse 

What’s New on Campus? 

On Friday,  September 27, the Horticul-

ture Program hosted one day of Roy       

Diblik’s Know Maintenance program.  

See Jerry’s note on page 2 for more in-

formation on this student/staff/public 

collaboration.  A lecture was given, then 

the participants planted a great garden 

south of the library after Roy laid it out.  

Gardening on a scale that most of us 

rarely get to do!  Come see the changes 

as it grows into its own. 

The garden 3 weeks after planting. 

Check on its progress! 

Roy Diblik 

Acer tataricum ssp. ginnala 

 



             Greetings from Meramec Hortland! 

As I write this, the semester has reached the halfway point already!  We’ve been busy this se-

mester with events and lots of planning taking place.  We were fortunate enough to sponsor 

one of the days of the Hort Co-Op’s Roy Diblik ‘Know Maintenance’ landscape event held in St. 

Louis at the end of September.  Kelly and the crew worked hard at getting the south side of the 

library ready for Roy to work his magic.  We had a good turnout of industry professionals and 

students to help with the planting after a lecture by Roy in the morning.  Thanks to Bill Spradley 

for supplying his auger – which saved many backs!  Also thanks to Ritter Greenhouses, Applied 

Ecological Services, St. Louis Composting, Stonehouse Nursery, Green Gate Farms and Bohn’s 

Farms for their generous donations of plants and materials.  Be sure to stop by and take a look at the garden as it 

progresses. 

 

Hort Club Students Shine! 

At the beginning of the semester, a group of students from the Horticulture Club wrapped up a service project they 

had been designing and planning all summer.  Lead by Dara Mattern along with Anna Koch, Chris Aiken and John 

Payne, the group designed and  supervised the first stage implementation of a handicap friendly garden at a resi-

dence in the dogtown area of St. Louis.  They teamed up with some students from the nursing departments at STLCC

-Meramec and SLU to provide the labor of spreading topsoil and laying sod.  We are very proud of these students – 

they are a great representation of the Horticulture Program here at Meramec! 

Registration for Spring 2014 classes begins November 6 – be sure to check out the schedule of classes!  As we look 

forward to students coming back for the spring, we also say goodbye to those that are graduating this December . . .  

Chris Aiken, Steven Andrews, Frank Fragale, Tracy Koehler, Raenee Koogler, Bill Lampe, Craig Rapp and Michelle 

Reasor-West along with summer graduate Debbie Grochowalski .  What a great graduating class!  We are so thank-

ful for all of you and your contributions to our program while you’ve been here.  We know you will do Meramec Hor-

ticulture proud as you go on to your next adventure!  Be sure to come back and see us every once in a while and see 

the changes and additions to the campus!   

Speaking of additions, the Hort Club is installing a “rain garden” in the northwest area of the campus this fall.  They 

will direct some of the run-off from the police station to the area and install 6” thick stepping stones through the 

garden so it can be walked through even when it is wet (we hope!).  This is going to be a small trial area for us as we 

develop a list of plants that work or don’t work in this particular type of setting.  We won’t be installing any special 

rain garden mix, but will rather work with the conditions that we have and see how our garden performs.  As we 

monitor the success of the garden, we hope to expand it in the near future. 

As I wrap this one up – just a reminder of our Poinsettia Sale which will be starting the Monday before Thanksgiving 

- Janie, Sally and the students have been busy making sure they are the best poinsettias in town!  Any questions 

about availability or which varieties we are growing can be directed to Janie at 984-7293.  Lastly, thanks again for all 

of your support of our program and for your words of encouragement the past few months.  May your Thanksgiving 

be a safe and happy one, and may your fall season be as busy as you are hoping for! 

- Jerry 



 Ashley has been a gardener since she was a child. Her great-

grandmother’s home had a yard like a secret garden.  Her grandmother 

had 2 acres of flowers and vegetables where she learned to prune, mulch 

and pull weeds -  and hated every minute of it! She never considered a ca-

reer in Horticulture until she was about 21 years old.  She works in data 

entry and has progressed to being a resource manager, placing people in 

new jobs.  

 Not wanting to stay at a desk job, she took the Intro to Horticulture class and loved it.  

She plans to stay in her current job until she finds the right fit in Horticulture and until her 

husband finishes school.  Like many of our students, Ashley volunteers.   She has been at the 

Butterfly House for 3 years, working inside and out twice a month.  She also works at her 

church installing and maintaining new gardens.  This has allowed her to enlist other women 

at her church , in turn forming a community of workers.  She knows that volunteer experi-

ence is good to have on a resume when the time comes. 

 Ashley would like to work for an institution that incorporates education and serves 

the community.  Her main interest is in the maintenance of planted areas.  Her future goal is 

to own a small retail facility that would also serve as a learning and gathering place.  She is 

Pentecostal and faith is the most important aspect of her life.  She wants to incorporate this 

in her teaching and sharing. 

 She has a project in mind to develop clothing for women who garden.  Being Pente-

costal, she chooses not to wear pants or shorts.  Her clothing would be more modest and 

feminine than the shorts and t-shirts that many women wear. 

 At Meramec, Ashley has gained a lot of information, but the down side is that it is 

hard to retain it all.  She knows that working in the field will help her, as she will use her 

knowledge on a daily basis.  She praised the atmosphere and the teachers in the Horticul-

ture Program. 

 Ashley has only 4 classes to complete until graduation. We wish her well! 

FOCUS ON CURRENT STUDENTS: 

Ashley Hartsoe Votaw 



 

FOCUS ON ALUMNI: 

Rachel DiDonato-Tinsley and Justin Lee 

                                                                                 

 

        Rachel and Justin were students in the Hort                              

       program together and now work together at 

       New Leaf Symbiotics, a start-up company located

       at the BRDG campus.  New Leaf is researching 

       a beneficial plant bacteria that occurs naturally in 

       leaves and produces phytohormones. 

  

 While staying home with her youngest son, Rachel taught yoga and did some web de-

sign until he started school. At that time, she knew it was time to find her own niche in col-

lege.  She checked the SLCC website and found the Horticulture Program. She decided to pur-

sue that, as it had always been an interest to her. She loved the classes immediately and was 

motivated to do something she liked.  Rachel found the staff and professors to be very accessi-

ble.  

“If you are willing to try, everyone is willing to take you under their wing. No one ever said ‘I 

don’t have time to help you’”.  She asked Paul Roberts about her direction after her degree 

was completed and he was able to guide her to an opportunity that met her interests.  She 

took a temporary job at the Danforth Center, which opened doors for her to stay in the Bio-

tech area until she took her current position as a Research Horticulturist at New Leaf. 

 Rachel found that classes in Propagation, Soils and Micropropagation served her well. 

 She learned skills in keeping a lab book, setting up experiments and experimental methodolo-

gy.  She also gained the ability to know that you can always find the answer to a problem. She 

credits the tools and support at Meramec for that.  Essential to her job is the skill to observe 

and pay attention to everything around and what the plant is trying to tell you (drilled into her 

by Professor Dan Billman). 

 In the future, she would like to stay in research.  When she started school she thought 

that she wanted to work outside, but the lab work is more to her interests, having re-

discovered her deep interest in science. 



 

 Justin is also a Research Horticulturist .  He is a reformed computer network technician, 

who found himself staring out the window, wishing he was outside.  He started hiking, which 

introduced him to the topic of wild edibles. He studied and did some propagation, which in 

turn, led him to the Hort Program.  He comes from a rural background, having grown up on a 

cattle  ranch near Kirksville. 

 Being at Meramec prepared Justin for his job by making connections, networking and 

letting people know that he was interested in  working after graduation.  This allowed him to 

know when opportunities came up.  He also said that if you offer to help on campus, there is 

always work to be done,  which helps you know people even better.  Justin’s networking paid 

off  so well that he had a choice between working at New Leaf or working at the Missouri Bo-

tanical Garden. 

 He was recommended by Rachel to take her internship at New leaf when she was hired.   

At New leaf, he grows crops in a greenhouse using sterile techniques almost daily to prepare 

plants for research. 

 Courses at Meramec that have been particularly helpful in his new job are Soils, Green-

house Management, Propagation and Micropropagation.     

 Justin also performs some personal gardening for a couple of long time clients.  He likes 

to keep this type of work to balance his lab work and do another aspect of Hort that he en-

joys. 

 In the future Justin may consider more research jobs, but funding can be difficult and 

cyclical.  He would also enjoy a return to ‘traditional’ Horticulture.   

 

A note from Janie: these were 2 excellent students, with a passion for learning and the ability 

to think outside the box.  We congratulate them on their success .  Biotech is not the right 

choice for everyone, of course, but in St. Louis, we are fortunate to have many fantastic op-

tions for careers. 

  

 

 



 

What’s New on Campus? 

 This summer we had a visit from Sami Hassanin of Prince Mohammed Bin Fahd Universi-

ty in Saudi Arabia. He is the head of the landscaping and irrigation department there.  

Accompanied in St. Louis by Pete Hummert and Maryann Derienzo of Hummert Interna-

tional, Sami toured educational and botanical facilities in the US. 

 

 

 Student workers Craig Rapp, Austin McBride and 

Phelix Frazier rehab the planting area on the 

east side of the Applied Science building. 

Craig is a new worker this semester and we wel-

come him and Dara Mattern to the crew! 

 Four Winds Garden Club had a summer meeting on campus.  We spoke with them 

about the Horticulture Program, the Greenhouse operations and took a tour of the gar-

dens.   

 If you would like to arrange a tour for your group, contact   Jerry or Janie by email or 

phone at the numbers on page 8. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Janie and Jess went to Earthworks to shop for boulders and 

pavers for the new rain garden (assisted by Rex, JJ and Kirby). 

The rain garden will have native plants and be located on the 

Couch side of campus, across from Robinson School.  As al-

ways, stop by to check out the progress! 

 Dara and Phelix at the Majors Fair at 

Meramec. This is a chance for current 

students to see what other majors are 

offered. They made great student am-

bassadors for the Horticulture Program! 

Students in the Nursery and Garden     

Center Practices class visit the green 

roof at Bowood Farms 



Plan to visit any of our gardens on campus.  Stu-
dents help grow, design and plant many of these 
gardens.  

Students raise money from Hort Club activities, 
such as the sale of poinsettias in November and 
December and a Plant Sale in April. Some of that 
money is donated to campus for plantings and oth-
er projects. 

On campus you will find collections of trees ,      
perennials and shrubs that may help you in decid-

ing about plants for your own landscape. 

Horticulture Faculty and Staff 

Jerry Pence, Assistant Professor 
Phone: 314-984-7374 
E-mail: jpence@stlcc.edu 
 
Kelly Crandall,  Educational Assistant II 
Phone: 314-984-7038 
E-mail kcrandall@stlcc.edu 

Dan Billman, Associate Professor 
Phone: 314-984-7459 
E-mail: dbillman@stlcc.edu 

Janie Bedwell, Educational Assistant II 
Phone: 314-984-7293 
E-mail: jbedwell@stlcc.edu 

 
Non-Discrimination: St. Louis Community College is committed to non-discrimination and equal opportunities in its admissions, educational programs, activities and em-
ployment regardless of race, color, creed, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, age, disability or status as a disabled or Vietnam-era veteran and shall 
take action necessary to ensure non-discrimination. 
Accommodations: St. Louis Community College makes every reasonable effort to accommodate individuals with disabilities. If you have accommodation needs, please call 
the Access office at 314-513-4551 within two working days of the scheduled event. Individuals with speech or hearing impairments may call via Relay Missouri by dialing 
711. 

11333 Big Bend Rd., Kirkwood, MO 63122 

ABOUT THE PROGRAM 

This program teaches students the science and art of horticulture through a combination of classroom 
theory, laboratory practice and on-the-job training. Students are trained in the college’s greenhouses, 
outdoor nursery facilities, laboratories and lath houses. 

Students may specialize in nursery management, interior landscape design and maintenance, green-
house management, horticulture retail sales, commercial grounds management and urban forestry. 
Graduates are trained for entry-level jobs with state and city park departments, nurseries, landscape 
contracting firms, golf courses and retail sales 

Nyssa  sylvatica 
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