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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Registration underway for Fall 
2013 classes. Check on-line for 
course listings.   

The Horticulture Program at St. Louis Community College announces 

the retirement of Director Paul Roberts. Paul has made this program a 

model for Horticulture education. We will miss his knowledge, bad 

puns and great friendship. 

We are pleased to add Jerry Pence as the new Director and full-time 

faculty.  Many of you know Jerry from his 20 years teaching Landscape 

Design.  He joins Dan Billman in the full-time instructor positions. 

Meet our Summer Student Workers! 

Hands-on experience is offered in aspects of Horticulture ranging 

from designing beds, using equipment, pruning, turf care and 

greenhouse work. 

Joe Stumpo 

Austin McBride 

Jessica Blessing-Patterson 

 

Chris Aiken 

Phelix Frazier 

 



 

 

Director’s Update 
Greetings! 

I am humbled to be following in the footsteps of Paul to help lead the Horti-

culture program into its next phase.  Drawing on such a strong foundation 

that has been established, I look forward to working with the Horticulture 

team (Dan, Janie & Kelly) to grow this program and continue to offer the 

best in education and experience to our students. 

I am also looking forward to getting to know and establish new relation-

ships with those of you in the green industry.  Your support of our program 

in the past and into the future is very much appreciated.  We will continue 

to provide the industry with quality Horticulture students and look forward 

to a continued strong relationship with the industry. 

As we look to the future of the program, we are excited to announce the 

addition of a Landscape Design IV class for the first time.  This class is an ex-

tension of our current design classes and students will be introduced to 

Google SketchUp and DynaSCAPE Sketch3D.  These software programs will 

arm our students with even more background in design as they head out 

into the field.   

We hope to see you here this fall – or better yet, stop by sometime this 

summer and see what our student workers are up to!  They’ve been busy 

throughout the campus keeping everything beautiful! 

- Jerry 

Rock table and chairs at our stream  

waterfall.  

Donated by Trees, Forests  

and Landscapes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ABOUT THE PROGRAM 

This program teaches students the science and art of horticulture through a combination of classroom 
theory, laboratory practice and on-the-job training. Students are trained in the college’s greenhouses, 
outdoor nursery facilities, laboratories and lath houses. 

Students may specialize in nursery management, interior landscape design and maintenance, green-
house management, horticulture retail sales, commercial grounds management and urban forestry. 
Graduates are trained for entry-level jobs with state and city park departments, nurseries, landscape 
contracting firms, golf courses and retail sales 

Our address: 11333 Big  Bend, Kirkwood, MO 63122 

Plant Pest Management Course 

Fall Semester 
 

When talking to people and they learn I’m a horticulture person, there is a good chance the 

follow-up will be about a plant problem they are having in their landscape. Correctly an-

swering their concerns can be one of the most challenging aspects for any industry horticul-

ture person.  Issues that influence our landscapes change each year as fast as the weather 

changes around St. Louis!!  

Our Plant Pest Management course (HRT 227) is designed to give hands-on teaching for an-

alyzing and correctly identifying whether an issue is actually a problem in our landscapes. 

This class includes large amounts of time outside, working through landscapes on and off 

campus and understanding factors that influence the plants health.  Observing environmen-

tal issues and researching possible problems and treating the problem are a big part of pest 

management. Most plant problems are not caused by living organism (insects, fungi, bacte-

ria).  The environmental issues (water, heat, soil conditions) are the majority of issues for 

our landscape plants. 

Also included in the course is training with pest control options, whether it is biological con-

trols or pesticides. We want students to be aware that pesticides are not always needed 

but, if they are called for, how they can be applied properly and safely for the environment 

and humans. The classroom pesticide training gives our students the knowledge to take the 

exam for the National Pesticide Applicator Certification, which is needed by anyone in our 

green industry that applies pesticides.  

 

- Dan Billman 

 



Native Plant Bed 

A native plant bed was installed in 2012.  

Most of the plants were grown from seed 

in the SLCC Greenhouse, with special 

thanks going to students Jessica Blessing-

Patterson and Josh Higgins, who  obtained 

seed and grew the crop. 

This bed includes natives and cultivars of 

natives .  Please visit this beautiful bed on 

both sides of the West Parking Lot drive, 

off of Big Bend. 



Plan to visit any of our gardens on campus.  Stu-
dents help grow, design and plant many of these 
gardens.  

Students raise money from Hort Club activities, 
such as the sale of poinsettias in November and 
December and a Plant Sale in April. Some of that 
money is donated to campus for plantings and oth-
er projects. 

On campus you will find collections of trees , per-
ennials and shrubs that may help you in decid-
ing about plants for your own landscape. 

Horticulture Faculty and Staff 

Jerry Pence, Assistant Professor 
Phone: 314-984-7374 
E-mail: jpence@stlcc.edu 
 
Kelly Crandall,  Educational Assistant II 
Phone: 314-984-7038 
E-mail kcrandall@stlcc.edu 

Dan Billman, Associate Professor 
Phone: 314-984-7459 
E-mail: dbillman@stlcc.edu 

Janie Bedwell, Educational Assistant II 
Phone: 314-984-7293 
E-mail: jbedwell@stlcc.edu 

 
Non-Discrimination: St. Louis Community College is committed to non-discrimination and equal opportunities in its admissions, educational programs, activities and em-
ployment regardless of race, color, creed, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, ancestry, age, disability or status as a disabled or Vietnam-era veteran and shall 
take action necessary to ensure non-discrimination. 
Accommodations: St. Louis Community College makes every reasonable effort to accommodate individuals with disabilities. If you have accommodation needs, please call 
the Access office at 314-513-4551 within two working days of the scheduled event. Individuals with speech or hearing impairments may call via Relay Missouri by dialing 
711. 

11333 Big Bend Rd., Kirkwood, MO 63122 
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